Thrombolytic treatment of pulmonary embolism with APSAC.
BRL 26921 (Eminase registered trade mark in Belgium, Germany and The Netherlands) is the p-anisoyl derivative of the primary (human) lys plasminogen-streptokinase activator complex (APSAC). The acyl-enzyme has the theoretical advantage of causing fibrinolysis in situ in the presence of fibrin clotbound plasminogen. It was administered to 34 patients with severe pulmonary embolism (PE) in an open multicentre study. PE was suspected on clinical, blood gas, ECG, and radiographic data. Pulmonary angiograms performed pre- and post-treatment confirmed the diagnosis and were assessed using the Miller Index (MI). Fibrinogen, plasminogen, alpha-2-antiplasmin, fibrinogen degradation products (FDP), activated partial thromboplastin time (APTT), partial thromboplastin time (PTT) were closely monitored before and after each administration of APSAC. Median angiographic improvement was 50% (range 0-94%). The following adverse events were reported: bleeding at puncture sites (n = 12), haematuria (n = 1), epistaxis (n = 3), fever (n = 2). A blood transfusion was given in one patient with an inguinal haematoma. Systemic fibrinogenolysis occurred in 20/28 patients.